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Irouble in the trailer park

Mobile home residents search
for answers about where they'll
end up if redevelopment takes over

By Parvaineh Pesslan
AT TR BEATTE R T ) Wi

WHITBY -- Life at o gquiet mehile home park in Whithy
has heon :|r|1.'I|II|'|H il |'|-¢'!:||.‘1~fll| ginee tenants leammed
thiey could ke uprooted rom thelr homes.

The owners of the property at L0 Dundas 56 E., which
contains G mebile homes, three single-Gumily dawell-
ings andd two apartments, have made an application o
the Town o regone the area for hIHII residential devel
apment. They plan to put up four Bur-storey reshdentlal
condoeminium buildings with 420 units and one fyve-sto-
rey mised-use building with 808 square metres allocaied
Tor commercial purposes

1T thi E'I-ILI"!III!-.Hl [ .H|]|:'|-||.|n'|.'|1|.1, the trailers would have o
be remawved or, I the case of the older ones, demollshed.
This leaves the residents, who are mostly eldedy or dis-
abled, stranded with no place o go,

S harve lived at the location for moe than 40 years,
l:|:|.|||'|H back to the Second World Wae, while other res
idents had just enough tdme o move inand get sectled
before they heard the news last month. The propenty
inechudes rental trailers as well as permanent ones,

Tim Benison purchased a trailer at the property for his
davughter this past Bl and boughe the one e lives in two
vears agn. He wasn't told of any heture redevelopmsent
plans either of those times, he said,

“I wouldn't have spent my money from the sale of my
collage o buy into here” he said, *Twould have bought o
Fonsse linstead E:IFJ:IH”'I'IH S0 0M0 Finka here"

Shidey Contols, whao's lived at the park for 20 vears, sald
shie recently invested more than 56,000 in renovating her
wrailer, including putting inanew roof, Boocing and appli-
AT,

“I'my just devastated hecanse | don't kinow whers to
turn,” she sald. “1 hove ooy iraller and [ put mosell nko §0°

Ohwninge a mobile home gives seniors the freedom to

&

Whithy Trailer Park residents including, in froni, Herb Wasson, Florence Shular, Dorosthy Henebery and Shirley
Contods, feel threatened by actlons of the property owners who have put in an application to the Town to have the
land rezoned for high residential development.

b om thesir oiwn and seith most of them living on [ied
imccamie=, it i% an ideal Form of affordable |"|ul|:~..||'||:.:. sadd
Dale Switek, vice-chalrman of the Subway Mobile Hom-
eowners Association in Whithy.,

“The seniors that are living in this community have a
sense of being independent because they own their own
F'I-IHI."'I"! and don't Fesl like I|i|=::|-"r'-e'! -:'Lr-c:l|:|-e:|.| L i a ke fin s
apartment or having o rely on somebody o come and
take care of them”

When the most recent laind owners ook over the prop-
erly, resicens were told :ll*'l.lt'lllpr|1|:r|| ol ke |:-|1'||:'|'
brur were assured that the mobile park would stay and be
Improved on, resident Yvonne LeBlanc sald.

"Moo we find oud, noy they e just after the mighty dollar

L B

Farseapn Lie bre s Blee il anal

and they don’t care who they displace,” she saicd,

Besidenis are hoping council will persuade the privace
owners agalnst the development but if foreed o leave,
they expect to be given an alternative location for their
Crailer or proger compensation, Ms LeBlane said,

Upder the Ontaric Residential Tenancies Act, o maobile
hoime park owner B reguired to give ienants an least one
years nodice of terminatlon and may also have to pro-
vide compensation, which is one year's rent or 53,0040 --
whichevier is less

Applying to Ducharn Begion Housimg could be an option
bt wiith nesarly 4,000 peaple already on the wakting list, i
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